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Mission:

The mission of Oregon Nikkei
Endowment is to preserve and
honor the history and culture of
the Japanese Americans in the
Northwest, to educate the public
about the Japanese American
experience during World War I,
and to advocate for the protection
of civil rights for all.

{pcoming Events

August 9 — Mariners Baseball Game
Day. Roadtrip with ONE to Seattle for
the Mariners vs Tampa Bay baseball
game.

5eptember 5 Street Party in conjunction
with the Old Town Chinatown Business
Association’s Dragon Moon Festival.

September 27 — 2009 Banquet at
Montgomery Park.

A Newsletter At Last

This is Oregon Nikkei Endowment’s first printed newsletter in a year.
Some of you probably thought you had fallen off the mailing list. The
reason it has taken us a year to send out a printed newsletter has been
due to cost. The cost to print and send a newsletter is higher than we
could financially justify this past year. This newsletter is important as

it gives us an opportunity to thank our volunteers and donors for all
they do to keep the mission alive. We hope our monthly electronic
newsletters, website and exhibit postcards keep you informed of news
and events at Oregon Nikkei Endowment. If you are not currently
receiving our e-newsletter and would like to, please visit our website at

www.oregonnikkei.org.

A Message from the President

David Yamashita

A belated Happy New Year and a

hope for some good news in 2009.

As the world and the U.S. economy
disrupted any sense of security we had,
it is a reminder of how we need to be
flexible and open to change. So much is
different now - the Japanese American
Nisei (2nd generation) population is
getting older, more diverse, and the
younger generations (the Yonsei (4th)
and Gosei (5th)) are viewing the world
in ways that we're not aware of or do not
understand.

Over the last year, Oregon Nikkei
Endowment has started to respond to
these changes. As many of you know,

the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center and
Oregon Nikkei Endowment reorganized
to function as one organization,
strengthening the connection between
the Legacy Center’s museum, the
Japanese American Historical Plaza, and
educational programs. We also prepared
a strategic plan and have begun to carry
out its recommendations. It will take
time but we have already had some
success. Our 2008 Fall banguet raised
more money than it ever has, we are
planning for the 20th anniversary of

the Japanese American Historical Plaza
on Tom McCall Waterfront Park, new
exhibits are in development, and will
be bring new talent onto the board.
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Even with these changes, be assured that
O.N.Es Legacy Center will continue

to endure as a “home” for Japanese
Americans; the place where they can
visit and remember those who came
before and their sacrifices. But it should
also be a place where those who had
no knowledge of the Japanese American
experience leave with a newfound
awareness of how fragile our civil rights
are. The stories and lessons are timeless
and will always be relevant. We are
committed to telling these stories and
hope that you will join us to ensure that
this legacy will endure.






